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nnovative law  enforcement
trainers are always searching for
cutting-edge methods of deliv-
ering training. Whether the
information to be taught is in a
classroom setting, on the firing range,
on the driving track or in the gym, suc-
cessful trainers will incorporate as
many different instructional methods
as possible to appeal to the learning
styles of all students.

Over the years, some of the most
successful instructional techniques and
aides were the simple ones trainers
developed themselves out of necessity.
Today, however, the technology avail-
able for law enforcement training pro-
vides instructors with a wide range of
options, from the classroom setting to
the firearms range.

Firearms simulators have been used
in law enforcement and military train-
ing for more than 20 years. Now, tech-

nologic advancements have led to a
new breed of simulator, which barely
resembles its predecessors.

Today’s simulators offer options
such as custom-made scenarios, low
light capabilities, return fire capabili-
ties, picture-in-picture, heads-up dis-
plays, non-tethered recoil weapons and
the traditional shoot/don’t shoot sce-
narios. The wide range of options

available make simu-
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lators a viable training
tool for almost all disciplines and types
of law enforcement training.

The use of firearms simulators, such
as the Range 3000 XP4 from IES
Interactive Training, can enhance
active-shooter and first-responder
training. Additionally, some of the lim-
itations of using scenario-based, force-
on-force training exercises during
active-shooter training will be dis-
cussed, along with the role of simula-
tors to address these limitations.

Many law enforcement agencies
across the United States and abroad

currently engage in some type of
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active-shooter or rapid-response train-
ing. Spurred by the tragic events at
Columbine High School in Littleton,
CO, on April 20, 1999, law enforce-
ment personnel and trainers recognized
the need to reevaluate the contempo-
rary tactics used by first responders to
active-shooter situations. This ad-hoc
evaluation led to the development of a
variety  of  active-shooter/rapid-
response training programs across the
United States over the past four years,

Although there are many variations
of first-responder/active-shooter train-
ing, most successful and comprehen-
sive programs include much of the
same curriculum: a history of active
shooting events, small team move-
ment, contact team responsibilities,
room-clearing techniques, active
shooter v. hostage or barricade situa-
tions, and rescue team tactics and
responsibilities. Some agencies and
training programs conduct first-
responder/active-shooter training sole-
ly in a classroom setting; the more
comprehensive courses combine the







